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News from the Band Room 
The last 12 months have been very busy for Wrentham Band, 
with  a   wide  variety  of  engagements  to  prepare  for.  
September   2018  saw  the  band  making  their  regular 
performances  at  both  Worlingham  Fete  and  the  Great 
Yarmouth  Maritime  Festival,  performing  a  well  received 
nautical themed programme at the Maritime Festival to get 
the second day of the festival underway. October was spent 
preparing for the Armistice Service at Wrentham Church on 
Remembrance Sunday morning as well as a concert later on 
that afternoon marking the centenary of  the end of  World 
War One. 

The  busy  Christmas  period  soon  followed  with  the  band 
performing  a  festive  programme  at  the  switch  on  of  the 
Southwold Christmas lights at the end of November and at 
Livingstone’s  in  Kessingland  in  December,  as  well  as 
entertaining the residents of Carlton Hall Residential Home 
in  Carlton  Colville.  Party  goers  at  the  Ocean  Room  in 
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Quick Quiz 

How well do you know the 
members of Wrentham Band? 
Answers on page 10. 

1. Who is currently the 
youngest member of the 
band? 

2. Who is our principal solo 
cornet player? 

3. Who is our Band Chairman? 

4. Who is our ‘resident 
gardening expert’? (He is 
available to come and do 
your garden for a fee!) 

5. One of our band members 
(hint: he also conducted a 
local band for over 20 years 
before joining Wrentham 
Band) descends from a 
famous line of musical 
directors. One in particular 
was conductor of the 
Bournemouth Philharmonic 
in the early 1900s. Who is 
it? 
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Gorleston  ate  their  Christmas  meals  to  the  sounds  of 
Wrentham Band playing a wide selection of festive tunes and 
as  is  tradition  the  band  accompanied  the  Carol  Service  at 
Wrentham Church.

January  meant  the  band  beginning  to  rehearse  a  new 
programme in  preparation  for  the  first  charity  concert  of 
2019. This concert raised £240 for the local charity, Waveney 
Sailability.  April  brought  the  band’s  annual  concert   at  the 
Hotel Victoria for the Heartcare Cardiac Support Group. St 
Nicholas Parish Church in Great Yarmouth was the venue for 
the band’s May concert,  where  £310  was  raised  for 
Great  Yarmouth Rotary  Club.  The  late  May  Bank Holiday 
weekend  saw  the  Band  return  to  Someleyton  Hall  and 
Gardens, and early June saw the band performing at Brass on 
the Grass in Reydon where £800 was raised for Southwold 
Rotary club. During the rest of June and July, the band played 
at  the  street  festival  in  Southwold,  Livingstone’s  and 
Somerleyton Hall.  The band is  now taking a  well  deserved 
break  from  performing  and  will  be  working  on  a  new 
programme for your enjoyment in the Autumn!  Upcoming 
events  include  the  Great  Yarmouth  Maritime  Festival  and 
Worlingham Fete in September.

Thank you to all our friends for your support over the last 12 
months and we look forward to seeing you at a concert soon. 
2019 marks the centenary year for the band, please read on 
for a fascinating history of the last 100 years!
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Obituary - ‘Val’ 
Zdrauko Furlan          

by Colin Godfrey 

3rd January 1948 -1st February 2019

In  February  we  sadly  lost  our 
valued  3rd  cornet  player,  Val 
Furlan.

Val had been a vital part of the 
‘back  row’  for  many  a  year, 
regulars  attending  concerts  and 
rehearsals. 

Val had come to Great Yarmouth 
in  1978  to  ea r n  money  to 
complete his forestry diploma in 
his native Slovenia. However, he 
stayed  on  and  changed  career 
direction  into  the  catering 
business,  firstly  working  at  the 
Imperial Hotel where he met his 
future wife, Judith. Soon after, he 
opened his  first  restaurant,  and 
was  a  restauranteur  for  many 
years in Great Yarmouth, retiring 
just over a year ago. 

Our secretary, Colin, met Val in 
1980  and  he  joined  the  then 
Holmesquest  Holdings  Band  in 
1981 ,  which  became  Great 
Yarmouth  Brass  in  1997.  Val 
joined  Wrentham  Band  in  the 
late ‘naughties’  along with Neil, 
one  of  our  front  row  cornets. 
Such  was  Val’s  commitment  to 
Wrentham,  he  made  his  final 
rehearsal  in  November  2018, 
before  losing  his  fight  with 
cancer in February 2019.

Naturally  we  will  miss  Val,  not 
only for his commitment to the 
band but as a friend and cheerful 
colleague. R.I.P. Val.

Quiz Answers 
1.  Ryan Bonner, 2nd baritone 

2.  Alan Sealey 

3.  Ronnie Carter, 2nd trombone 

4.  Aaron Chapman, 1st trombone 

5.  Colin Godfrey , 2nd euphonium (his uncle was Sir Daniel 
Godfrey) 
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Wrentham Band - Early Beginnings 
By Rosie Carter 

Wrentham Band is  now in  its 
100th  year  and  has  played  its 
way  through  each  and  every 
one  of  those  years,  with  the 
exception of the Second World 
War  per iod  when  i t  wa s 
temporarily  ‘excused  from 
duties’.  During  that  time  the 
band  ins t r uments  and 
equ ipment  were  secure l y 
stored in Barclays Bank vault in 
Wrentham  High  Street.  It  is 
reported  that  the  instruments 
could be seen by any passer-by, 
s impl y  by  look ing  down 
through  the  g r i l l  in  the 
pavement!

A watch and clock repairer, by 
the name of Mr W A Chatfield, 
came  to  Wrentham  f rom 
Somerset  and  having  the  idea 
of  forming  a  vil lage  band, 
decided  to  get  together  with 
those who might be interested 
in furthering this idea.

In 1919, Mr Chatfield met with 
three of Wrentham’s local  and 
prominent  businessmen  -  Mr 
H  C  Boggis,  Mr  W G  Lilley 
and Mr S G Sawyer to consider 
the matter of forming a Band. 
During  the  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  go  ahead  and  to 
raise at least £100 to purchase 
some  instruments.  Messers 
Boggis ,  Li l ley  and  Sawyer 
immediately pledged £20 each 
and on being invited to do so, 
Mr W J Sawyer also pledged a 
further £20. Thus,  the sum of 
£80 was assured. This amount 
was not an inconsiderable sum 
for  those  days  –  it  would  be 
worth around £5,000 today.

Mr  W Chatfield  offered  to  become  bandmaster  and  to 
undertake the duties of instructing all  members who would 
join.

A set of instruments from another band in Ipswich became 
available and had been offered for sale at £90. Although a little 
more  than  the  amount  already  raised,  it  was  decided  to 
purchase these, particularly as Mr Chatfield offered to provide 
the necessary additional sum of £10.

Although not what we would recognise as a full brass band set, 
the list of 19 instruments being offered were described as:

1 B flat Clarinette 6 Cornets
2 Tenor Horns 1 Tenor Slide Trombone
2 B flat Baritones 1 Euphonium
1 B flat Bass 2 E flat Basses
1 Side Drum 1 Bass Drum
1 Triangle

The  instruments  were  duly  purchased  and  the  band 
commenced practise in a room provided by Mr S G Sawyer at 
the rear of his house. A number of local residents joined and 
became members (all  men)  and a set of rules for the newly 
formed band was  duly  drawn up.  Further  instruments  were 
eventually purchased from other sources, three of which had 
previously  been used in a  band formed in Wrentham many 
years  past  -  this  was  only  made  possible  due  to  Mr  W C 
Walker providing a sum of £15.
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In June 1920, Mr W Chatfield 
approached  Mr  S  Sawyer  and 
asked to be relieved of his  £10 
share  in  the  Band.  Mr  S  G 
Sawyer  and  Mr  F  Dre w 
purchased  that  share  for  £5 
each.  From  21  June  1920,  Mr 
Chatfield  ceased  to  hold  any 
financial  interest  in  the  band 
instruments.  Mr  S  G  Sawyer 
was  elected  secretary  and  Mr 
H C Boggis treasurer.

Sir Thomas V S Gooch offered 
the band the use of a room at 
the Old Mill  in London Road 
for practise and use as a band 
room.  This  was  grateful ly 
accepted. 

The band made steady progress 
and  its  very  first  engagement 
wa s  in  May  1920  a t  the 
wedding of Mr J H Overland at 
Frostenden Hall for which they 
received  the  sum  of  £2.10.0. 
The rest of the income for that 
year  seems  to  be  made  up  of 
engagement  fees  of  £37.16.5, 
members ’  contr ibut ions 
(£30.5.6),  fines  (19/3),  various 
collections  and  subscriptions. 
Expenses  inc luded  mus ic 
(£17.9 .7 ) ,  ref reshments  at 
enga gements  (£ 1 . 10.8 ) , 
payments  to  members  for 
engagements  (£26.7.6),  music 
stands  with  steel  tubing  and 
l i ght ing  f i t t ings  (£3 . 2 .6 ) , 
payments  for  paraffin,  carbide 
and  l i ght ing  (£2 . 18 .8 ) , 
instrument  repairs  and  the 
carriage  thereof.  This  left  a 
balance  of  £90.13.7  in  the 
funds.

Steady progress was made and 
on 13 Feb 1925 a meeting of the 
founders of the Band was held 
in  Mr  S  G  Sawyer’s  office, 
attended by Mr H C Boggis, W 
G Lilley, F Drew, S G Sawyer, 
W J  Sawyer  and  the  recently 
e l ec ted  secreta r y,  Mr  W 

Chatfield jnr. The treasurer, Mr H C Boggis, reported that the 
band funds stood at £27.15.3

In a previous meeting, it was agreed that an amount of £2.7.0 
be paid as a contribution towards the purchase of a cornet and 
case by Mr S G Sawyer (at £7.7.0) with the remaining £5 as a 
further share in the band. It was now agreed, as this had not 
been proceeded with, that the matter be rescinded, but that 
the cornet and case remain the property of Mr S G Sawyer. 
Mr  Sawyer  offered  to  allow  the  Band  the  use  of  the 
instrument with  an option of purchase by the members.

It was agreed that the founders of the Band be paid interest at 
a rate of 7.5% according to the shares held by each individually, 
for the years 1922, 1923 and 1924.  This worked out as follows:

Share £ s d

Mr H C Boggis £20 4 10 0

Mr F W Drew £5 1 2 6

Mr W G Lilley £20 4 10 0

Mr W J Sawyer £20 4 10 0

Mr S G Sawyer £25 5 12 6

Mr W C Walker £15 3 7 6
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This left £4.2.9 as a balance in 
hand.

Mr  H C Boggis  paid  out  the 
sums  as  above  and  said  that 
per sona l  c i rcumstances 
compelled  him  to  relinquish 
the position of treasurer. Mr W 
J  Sawyer  was  then  proposed, 
seconded and duly elected.

It  was  agreed  that  the  Band 
should make efforts  to  reduce 
the  capital  amount  by  paying 
an  annual  sum into  a  sinking 
fund for its repayment.

The  following  year,  the  band 
played on Benacre Park for the 
annua l  Spor t s  and  Races 
organised  by  the  Wrentham 
Horticultural Society. See page 
for  photo  and  programme. 
Looking  through  the 
programme,  we  can  see  that 
only  one  of  the  pieces  played 
that year remains in the band’s 
library  –  Silver  Trumpets  -  a 
piece that has not had a public 
performance  in  any  of  the 
cur rent  band  members ’ 
memories and some of them go 
back a long way in the history 
o f  the  band !  (Some  e ven 
further! -Ed.)

The band progressed through time and practice and the next 
major investment must have been a set of uniforms for the 
members and we can see the original one in the photo on the 
bottom left of this page.

Supplemented by other local instrumentalists, many members 
of the Chatfield family played in and ran the band up until 
recent  years.  Latterly,  the band has  had to draw its  players 
from a much wider area with members coming from Norwich, 
Yarmouth, Lowestoft etc.

Above photo – Bill Chatfield in Chapelfield Gardens

Over  the  years,  the  band  has  competed  in  many  local 
contests:- 

Above photo – St Andrew’s Hall – one of the EABBA contests in the 
1950s, conducted by Bill Chatfield.
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Above photo – 
Mr Francis Minister c.1929 aged 

16
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Above and below - Programme and photo from Wrentham Sports and Races, 1921



Summer 2019

�7

Photo above - 

band rehearsing in Wrentham Chapel with Ted Samways conducting.

Photo above - 

A range of the Wrentham Band uniforms over the years
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The band took on its first exchange in 1985, with the Oggenhausen band coming  from Germany to 
Wrentham with the return visit in 1986. A second exchange with Oggenhausen took place a few years 
later. Further visits to Rambouillet in France followed. More photos from these trips can be seen on 
the band’s website, as well as many photos from engagements over the years.

Photo above -Wrentham Band in Oggenhausen
Photo below - Wrentham Band in Rambouillet


